Notes
We now know that there is no life on Mars (though it would
seem there may have been water at one point). We probably knew
that in 1938 too, but human beings can be pretty easy to mislead.
So when Orson Welles brought the novel War of the Worlds to the
radio that year in a production that mimicked a crisis (invasion
from Mars) unfolding in real time, there was some...panic. It wasn’t
probably as widespread as we sometimes imagine, but there were
quite a few calls to the police and to local news outlets from people
who mistook the broadcast for genuine news.
Our goal in putting on this play isn’t to recreate that panic. I
chose it because, as a radio play, it lends itself to performing for
a remote audience. The reason that audience (you) are remote is
because we find ourselves in a crisis of our own, not as cataclysmic
as the one in this story, but serious nonetheless. War of the Worlds
explores the human response to crisis—our tendencies toward
denial, arrogance, disintegration, and sometimes heroism. It exposes
the limitations of science and affirms the resilience of life.
But I’m maybe getting too serious. The original radio broadcast
was the night before Halloween. It was a “holiday offering.” We
offer it in the same spirit, a shot of fun to inoculate us against the
dreariness of the year we’ve just been through, and a celebration of
the spring that is coming, literally and metaphorically. Enjoy.
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